The title compound, [Pd 2 (C 13 H 8 N 2 O 2 )(C 15 H 11 O 2 ) 2 ], crystallized from a mixture of ethanol and n-hexanes. The structure is the first example of -diketonate in a dianionic 2 Ccoordination complex containing a Pd II -Pd II bond. Both Pd II atoms adopt a pseudo square-planar coordination geometry. The molecular packing involves -interactions between the phenyl rings of the 1,3-diphenylpropane-1,3-dionato ligands with centroid-centroid distances in the range 3.823 (2)-3.868 (2) Å .
Related literature
For related structures with rhodium, see: Herrmann et al. (1981 Herrmann et al. ( , 1984 , with mercury, see: McCandlish & Macklin (1975) ; Bonhomme et al. (1994) ; Toledano et al. (1994) and with germanium, tin and gold, see: Ganis et al. (1988) ; Djordjevic et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Pd 2 (C 13 [ -1,3-Dioxo-1,3-bis(pyridin-2-yl)propane-2,2-diido-
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Comment β-Diketonates are well known organic ligands, they play an important role in many research fields and applications. They are characterized by their ability to stabilize metallic fragments, form complexes with transition and main group elements in their neutral and anionic form, and assume different types of coordination modes (Herrmann et al.,1981; Herrmann et al., 1984; McCandlish et al., 1975; Bonhomme et al., 1994; Toledano et al., 1994; Ganis, et al., 1988; Djordjevic et al., 2003) . There are several examples of β-diketonate complexes containing the ligand in its neutral or monoanionic form, while complexes containing β-diketonates in their dianionic form are rarer and only few of them have been structurally characterized. Here we report the first crystallographic characterization of a κ 2 C-bonded dianionic β-diketonate complex containing a Pd(II)-Pd(II) close interaction. Likely the rigidity of the bridging 1,3-di(pyridin-2-yl)propane-1,3-dionato ligand and the presence of its two N-donors contribute to stabilize the particular structure favoring a Pd(II)-Pd(II) proximity.
In the structure, the two palladium atoms adopt a pseudo square-planar coordination geometry 
Refinement
All non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. The hydrogen atoms were placed at their geometrically idealised positions and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of [Pd 2 (C 15 H 11 O 2 ) 2 (C 13 H 8 N 2 O 2 )]. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
